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Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life."

4 Gracious is the LORD and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.
The Feast of William Alexander Guerry:
Bishop, Reformer and Martyr

____________________________________________________
COLLECT
God of truth and sacrifice, we give thanks for your servant William
Alexander Guerry, who, like the church's first martyr, gave witness to
your liberating gospel and echoed Christ's healing words of forgiveness.
May we also seek your truth as we offer ourselves in obedience to the
same. All this we pray through him who is forever the bishop and
reformer of our souls, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
____________________________________________________
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those
who mourn in Zion – to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
____________________________________________________
Psalm 116:1-8
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of
my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever
I called upon him.

2 The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.

5 The LORD watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. *
for the LORD has treated you well.
7 For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8 I will walk in the presence of the LORD *
in the land of the living.

____________________________________________________
SECOND READING: Acts 7:54-60
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their
teeth at Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged
him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he died.
____________________________________________________
GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:2-8

Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret
that will not become known. Therefore whatever you have said in the
dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind
closed doors will be proclaimed from the housetops. “I tell you, my
friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do
nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after
he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is
forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are all
counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

